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Comprehensive Immigration Reform

AFSCME has a proud history of fighting for social justice. Our members have joined civil rights leaders, students and advocates to protest economic and racial oppression. We have used our powerful voice to demand fairness, equal pay, and a voice on the job for all workers. It is in this spirit that AFSCME fights for comprehensive immigration reform.

For far too long, unscrupulous employers have manipulated the system to exploit undocumented workers, deny workplace protections, depress wages and stifle collective bargaining rights. This abuse and its detrimental impact on all workers must be stopped. 

At the 2006 convention, delegates passed a resolution which outlined AFSCME’s commitment to realistic and compassionate immigration reform. The resolution remains a guiding force in our grassroots and lobbying efforts.

Summary of Labor’s Framework

AFSCME stands behind the framework the AFL-CIO and Change to Win issued in 2009. The approach, which compliments AFSCME’s 2006 comprehensive immigration reform resolution, calls for immigration reform to include five major pieces:

1. An independent commission to assess and manage future flows, based on labor 
market shortages that are determined on the basis of actual need;

2. A secure and effective worker authorization mechanism;

3. Rational operational control of the border;

4. Adjustment of status for the current undocumented population; and

5. Improvement, not expansion, of temporary worker programs, limited to temporary or 
seasonal, not permanent, jobs.

Labor understands how important it is for all workers – immigrant and native-born – to have full and complete access to the protection of labor, health and safety laws. Immigration reform without strong labor protections is unacceptable. Together, the framework pieces ensure immigration compliments our labor market and advances our economic prosperity. 

Summary of Legislation and Proposals

The framework was well-received by congressional Democrats and incorporated into key legislation and proposals. 

House Democrats included key principles from the framework in the Comprehensive Immigration Reform for America’s Security and Prosperity Act of 2009 (CIR ASAP/H.R. 4321) which was introduced in December 2009. The bill protects the interests of U.S. workers while providing a sensible approach to immigration reform. It includes: an inclusive and effective solution that allows a path for undocumented immigrants to come forward and regularize their status; an independent commission to assess and manage future flow of immigrants, based on labor market shortages that are determined on the basis of actual need; and reform, not expansion, of existing temporary worker programs immediately to stop the exploitation of workers and safeguard standards in impacted industries. 

In April 2010, Senate Democrats unveiled the Real Enforcement with Practical Alternatives for Immigration Reform (REPAIR) Proposal. The proposal will: secure the border by increasing the number of border patrol agents and investing in infrastructure and technology; strengthen employment verification by creating a fraud-proof biometric Social Security card and increasing penalties for employers who knowingly hire unauthorized workers; reform the immigration system to maximize America's future economic prosperity  by creating a Commission on Employment-Based Immigration to recommend policies that minimize job displacement, wage depression and unauthorized employment, and promote growth and competitiveness; and implement a path to citizenship that will require undocumented persons to come forward, register and pass background checks.  After an eight-year initial registration program, applicants could apply for permanent residency if they have become proficient in English and civics and paid a fine and back taxes.
  

Conclusion

AFSCME applauds congressional Democrats for taking the lead on comprehensive immigration reform. We look forward to working with Congress to repair our nation's broken immigration system in a manner that promotes workers' rights and strengthens our nation’s labor standards
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