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Letter: Support the Child Support Protection Act of 2009
May 6, 2010
Dear Senator:
On behalf of the 1.6 million members of the American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees (AFSCME), I urge you to support and become a co-sponsor of the Child Support Protection Act of 2009 (S. 1859).  This legislation would repeal a provision in the Deficit Reduction Act of 2005 (DRA) which prohibited states from using child support performance incentives to match federal funds for this vital program.  The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 temporarily restored this incentive match, but without congressional action the DRA cut will be reinstituted on October 1, 2010.

The Child Support Enforcement Program (CSE) provides a major source of income for families.  More than 17 million children rely on CSE for their housing, food, clothing and other basic needs.  Thanks to federal, state and local investments, child support collection rates have more than doubled over the past decade.  During this same period, expenditures for the program have remained essentially flat.  For every dollar spent, child support agencies are collecting $4.58 in support for families, making this one of the most cost-effective programs in the country.  

This is the worst time to allow funding cuts to this essential program.  States face an estimated $180 billion budget shortfall, which could cost the economy 900,000 jobs in fiscal year 2011.  As states are developing their 2010-2011 budgets, at least 15 have assumed that Congress will take action to either make permanent or at least extend the availability of federal match for performance incentives.  An end to this funding at this time would exacerbate job losses and undermine the program’s ability to continue to provide quality services to families.

Child support is now 31% of the income for poor single-mother families, the second largest source after earnings.  If this federal funding cut is allowed to go into effect, we know that more families will have to turn to other programs, including the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (formerly Food Stamps), Medicaid, and Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF).  This is not good for families or for government finances.

It makes no sense to hurt millions of low-income children and families by cutting a program of proven effectiveness that saves taxpayers money.  AFSCME therefore urges you to become a co-sponsor of S. 1859 or, if you are already a co-sponsor, to encourage your colleagues to sign on.  Thank you very much.

Sincerely,

Charles M. Loveless

Director of Legislation
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